THE BALKANS

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR
ALL THOSE INTERESTED IN
THE SITUATION OF THE BALKANS

(An Authoritative Turkish Document)
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MACEDONIA

(As she is divided between her neighboring countries)
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1l e Lines indicating the present division of Macedonia
by her neighboring states,

) e = Lines indicating the approximate territory included
in the former Vilayet of Bitolya (Monastir).



We, the undersigned, belong to an organization which is working
for an independent state of Macedonia, with complete respect and equality
of the historical ethnic nationalities living in the country. In harmony
with our expressed purpose, we are presenting the following:

While Macedonia was under Turkish rule, that is, until 1912, it has
never occurred in the minds of the Turkish authorities to falsify the
national name or belonging of the ethnic groups living in our country of
origin. And no one can deny that Turkey did not know what kind of
nationalities were living within its borders, and particularly in Macedonia,
over which the Turkish rule extended for nearly 520 years.

Well known are to the world the disputes and struggles because of
the attempts of Serbia and Greece to deny the nationality of the
Macedonian Bulgarians, and since 1912 they have tried by all means to
denationalize them. Strangely and even extremely condemnable is the
so-called Communist or Socialist regime in Yugoslavia which, since 1944,
is following the same policy.

For all those interested about the situation in the Balkans, we are
presenting here excerpts from an authentic Turkish document, which is
an undisputable testimony in regard to the Bulgarianism of the Mace-
donian Slavs. We are giving here sixteen photostatic copies of the
document itself, printed with the Arabic alphabet in 1902, and entitled:
YEARBOOK OF THE BITOLYA VILAYET. The Yearbook consists of
249 pages. On the first page it is indicated that it had been printed in
the Vilayet printing shop in Bitolya.

Here we should explain that by the term “Vilayet” under the
Turkish regime it was a large administrative territorial unit. All of
Macedonia, consisting of 67 thousand square kilometers, was divided into
three Vilayets: the Vilayet of Salonik, which included only Macedonian
districts; the Vilayets of Bitolya and Kossovo, in which were added
districts adjacent to those of the northwestern part of Macedonia, inha-
bited predominantly by Albanians.

The Bitolya Vilayet covers the southwestern part of Macedonia,
with Bitolya as its main administrative city. This province with a pre-
dominant Bulgarian population was the most-remote from the borders of
the present Bulgarian state. It was namely in this province that the famous
Illinden insurrection of 1903 took place, where the local Romanians
(Vlachs) fought shoulder to shoulder with the Macedonian Bulgarians.

In the above mentioned Yearbook is given also a statistical data of
the population for each district of the Vilayet; similar data is also given
for some “nahii”. By the term “nahii” the Turks were indicating smaller
than a district administrative units.



STATISTICAL INFORMATION FROM THE
TURKISH YEARBOOK OF 1902
FOR THE
BITOLYA VILAYET

1. As Appendix No. 1, we are inserting the title page of the Yearbook;

2. As Appendix No. 2 is shown the second page of the Yearbook,
printed in the same words as on the first page;

3. For the ciky of Bitolya (Called Monastir in Turkish) there are
given the following data:

The total population of the ¢ity is given as 89,985 people
consisting of:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 24713
b) Greeksand Vlachs . . . . . 30,036
¢) Bulgarians . . . . . . . . 30,891
d) Jews . . . . ., . . . . 4264

NOTE: The number of the other small minority groups are not given
here; The Yearbook does not refer separately to Turks and Albanians,
but puts them under the general name as “Mussulmans”. After the War
of 1912, a considerable number of Mussulmans left not only the Bitolya
Vilayet, but also other provinces in Macedonia.

(See Appendix No. 3, page 10)

4. On page 50 the Yearbook gives for the district of Resen the following
data:

Total population in the distriet . . . . . 15816 people, and
divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 326l

b) Greeks . . . . . . . . . 3708

c) Bulgarians . . . . . . . . 8,847

NOTE: In this district there were no real Greeks. As Greeks were con-
sidered the so-called Grecomans Bulgarians, who remained loyal to the
Greek Patriarchate at Constantinople as their spiritual leader; and also
some Grecianized Vlachs.

(See Appendix No. 4, page 10)

5. On pages 52 and 53 is written about the district of Prespa and the
following information is given:

Total population in the district . . . . . 8,581 people, and
divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 1,765

b) Greeks . . . . . . . . . 2,038

¢) Bulgarians . . . . 4,778

(See Appendix No. 5, page 11)
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10.

11.

. On page 55 of the Yearbook information is given about the district

of Demir-Hisar and the following statistics:

Total population in the district . . . . . 11,758 people, and
divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 628

b) Bulgarians . . . .. 11,130

(See Appendix No. 6, page 12)

. On page 58 for the district of Krushevo the total number of the

population is given as 11,283, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 140
b) Vlachsand Greeks . . . . . 5,305
¢) Bulgarians . . . .. . 5838

(See Appendix No 7 page 12)

. On page 65 the population of the district of Prilep is given as 51,124

people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . .. . . 14,279
b) Vlachs and Greeks . . . . . 955
¢) Bulgarians . . . .. . . 35890

(See Appendix No. 8, page 13)

On page 69 and 70 of the Yearbook for the nahii of Morihovo is
given the total population of 8,124 people, and divided as follows:

a) Greeks . . . . . . . . . 303
b) Bulgarians . . . ... 7,821

(See Appendix No. 9, pages 13-and 14)

On page 83 the population for the district of Ohrid is given as 26,416
people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 8,135
b) Vlachs and Greeks . . . . . 746
¢) Bulgarians . . . ... . 17,535

(See Appendix No 10, page 14)

On page 91 the population of the nahii of Debertsa is given as 7,510
people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 353

b) Bulgarians . . . « w1518

(See Appendix No. 11, page 15)
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12.

13.

14.

On page 95 of the Yearbook the population of the district of
Kitchevo is given as 34,222 people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 13,586
b) Greeks and Vlachs . . . . . 64
¢) Bulgarians . . . . . . . .20,572

(See Appendix No. 12, page 15)

On page 170 the population of the district of Kostour (Kastoria) is
given as 45,220 people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 9459
b) Vlachsand Greeks . . . . . 6,921
¢) Bulgarians . . . . . . . . 28840

(See Appendix No. 13, page 16)

On page 175 the population for the district of Hrupishta is given as
14,905 people, and divided as follows:

a) Mussulmans . . . . . . . 4507
b) Vlachsand Greeks . . . . . 4,150
¢) Bulgarians . . . . . . . . 6,248

(See Appendix No. 14, page 16)



CONCLUSION IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE
INDICATED STATISTICAL DATA:

1. The Yearbook does not give separately the number of Turks
and Albanians, but shows them in general as Mussulmans;

2. After the War of 1912 a considerable number of Turks and
Albanians left Macedonia, including also those of the Vilayet of Bitolya;

3. The Bulgarian, as well as a series of foreign statistics, indicate
the number of the Bulgarian population in Macedonia, including the
Vilayet of Bitolya, much greater than that shown in the Turkish statistics;

4. After the Illinden insurrection of 1903, that is, a year after the
publication of the above considered Yearbook, from Macedonia nearly
30,000 Bulgarians emigrated; two thirds of them were from the Vilayet
of Bitolya;

5. The Turkish statistics never make mention of somekind of a
“Macedonian nation”, since such a nation is not known to history; such
a nation was not even known to the other nationality living in Macedonia;

6. We must point out here that the ethnographic frontiers of the
Bulgarian nation end in the southwestern direction of Bitolya as are shown
by the Yearbook of the Bitolya Vilayet. These borders, however, have
never been drawn arbirtrarily by the Bulgarians according to their own
discretion. They have been designated by scores of competent authorities
of history, Slavist scholars, and distinguished statesmen of the cultured
world, from the time of Byzantium to the present time.

Indianapolis, Indiana, United States of America

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
MACEDONIAN PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATION (MPO)
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APPENDICES
On the following pages are excerpts
from the
Turkish YEARBOOK of 1902

as Appendices
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